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Soft drink is 
also popular 
around here. 


~~ It’s Coco/a in 


pockets of 
this region. 


It’s Sealed Jam 
in pockets of 
this region. 


Jiminy Snackmouth 
is also popular 
around here. 


NARNIHS conference 


Meetings, office hours 


Today, talking about exercise two, then some yacking ... 
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“The total linguistic fact” 


Silverstein (1985 and elsewhere, also 
Woolard 2008: 436): three-fold study of the 
fundamental datum of language science: 


the linguistic form itself, 


the use of linguistic forms in specific 
social contexts, and 


human reflection on these forms in use. 
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Purnell: Hoenigswald-Preston triangle 


speech events 


research on 
speech events 


b’ 


where 
a = what people say a’ = states and processes which govern a 
b = how people react to... _b’ = attitudes and beliefs governing b 
c = what people say about ... c’ = attitudes and beliefs governing c 
d = the underlying acoustic/cognitive processes giving rise to b and c from 
a 


EXERCISE TWO 


Find some dialect material that’s of interest and available to 
you — video or audio, examples of regional words or 
structures. 


Find two people, preferably non-linguists but at least people 
without interests in dialects/socio/variation. 


Talk to / skype with them about the material, what reactions 
they have: 


Who would talk this way? What do the two people think about 
somebody who talks this way? (Old or young? People you wan to 
be friends with? ...) 


In what circumstances would somebody talk this way? (Job 
interview? At a café with friends? ...) 
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“TUSSENTAAL” 


___i“tussentaal”__| Standard Dutch 


Diminutive -(s)ke -(t)je 
ending 

2"¢ pers. Gij, ge, uw Jij, je jouw 
pronouns 

3d pers. em hij 
pronouns 

Vowel Monophthongal geit Diphthongal geit 
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NOT SO TINY QUIZ: WATCH 


THIS 


link 
Describe as many specific features of her accent as you can. 
How do you think of her accent socially ... 
Prestigious or not; fancy, posh or not, 


Educated or not, 


Would you want to hang out with people who talk like that? 
Have her marry into your family? 


Etc 


How is her accent relevant to today’s reading? 


Lang & Imm in Wisconsin 


JOHNSTONE ET AL. 


° Orders of indexicality 


Class > place (cf. Wisconsin immigrant origin > place) 


* Commercialization, commodification 
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THE IDEA OF "DIALECT" 


* "Dialect" as an ideological construct where features + place = X regional dialect. 


* Enregistration (Agha 2003) of dialects in Wisconsin and the UP began in the 1840s as a result of overlapping historical, 
economic, and ideological processes. 


» Processes combine to create ideas about what a local dialect is—and is not—as well as notions about those who 
speak it, thus linking people, place, and language. 


* Processes of enregistration and related orders of indexicality (Silverstein 2003) are reflected newspaper accounts and 
representations of dialects and regional speakers. 
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Tourist Map, ca 1936. MTU Digital Archives 


ENREGISTRATION 


Overlapping historical, economic, and ideological 
factors combine to enregister, or make a distinct, a 
particular variety in the minds of speakers. This 
recognition is based on the perception that a unique 
set of linguistic features mark the variety and that 
these features index certain cultural meanings tied to 
class, ethnicity, region, and other social categories. 
These meanings are fluid, shifting over time as 
speakers interact and (re)define cultural meanings 
associated with places, language, and groups of 
speakers (Agha 2003). 


ORDERS OF INDEXICALITY: IDENTITY AND 


IP Perey = 


° First-order indexicality: the association of particular linguistic 
forms and some specific social category. 


* Second-order indexicality: how speakers may rationalise and justify 
the link between the linguistic form and a particular social 
category. 


> Third-order indexicality: forms which have been linked with a Sa 
certain social category become the subject of overt comment. | — #§ 


(Silverstein 2003; Milroy 2000, 2004) 


INDEXING recion AND 


IDENTITY 


My mother sent me an article the other day from the Detroit Free Press about 
the fading of Yooperese. It mentioned "pank" as a Yooper term. That was news 
to me. Didn't everyone know what “pank” meant? Apparently not. ! must be a 
Yooper. (http://www.pasty.com/discus/messages/7 | 3/832.html 2005) 


“How many people could really like fried fish and coleslaw?” [my roommate] 
wondered. “How can Lake Michigan—and your arteries—support the continued 
demand for fried fish?” she pondered. “It just isn’t possible.” So, to prove her 
wrong, | took her to Milwaukee. Home of the bubbler, the Bucks and other 
things that defy logic. And last Friday, | took her to one of the grandest 
spectacles to be found:a Friday-night fish fry at the Lakefront Brewery. “What 
else have | missed out on for the past 2! years because I’m from Minnesota 
and all we have there are Lutherans?” my roommate said. (Daily Cardinal, 
Weekend, March 23-25, 2007) 


INDEXING CLASS AND ETHNICITY 


“Be the powers,’ said Pat (an Irishman), “‘it ‘ud av bin a good thing if it 
only settled in your head” (November I, | 862, p. 6, Portage Lake Mining 
Gazette). 


On wan dark night on Lac St. Pierre de win’ she blow, blow blow...Den 
de captinne t’row de beeg ankerre...bout haf’ pas’ two—t’ree— 
four...(“Wreck of the Julie Plante,” 1897; “published by request,’ January 
24, 1905, p. 4, Daily Mining Gazette). 


The Big One—Dere! Youse been hollering all day for a Easter egg an’ 
here it is (May I 1, 1910, p. 7, Daily Mining Gazette). 


Aye bane vorkin’ blendy hard -- / Two, tree yahr on cattle range:/ Now, 
Aye leave him mit miny pard -- / Tank Aye need a little change. (“Big 
Catch in Minnesota,’ June 7, 1902, p. 8, Janesville Daily Gazette). 


Dem deer dey're here 

Den dey're dere 

Dey're here, dey're dere 

Dey're everywhere (x2) (Dem Deer, Lou & Peter Berryman) 


MARKER 


Oh yah hey, in Squirrelly Valley 


They talk so funny, they get so lazy 
Oh yah hey, get me a beer once 

As long as you're up yet, 

I'm goin' crazy. 


—Lou & Peter Berryman 


Come (over) here once 
komm mal her 


just come over here; come over here, won’t you? 


We have time yet 
‘wir haben noch Zeit’ 


‘we still have time’ 
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HISTORICAL PROCESSES 


™ 


i Photo Courtesy Michigan Tech Archives 


° Copper and boom, |840s-early 
1900s in UP 


° Timber industry 
° Immigration and settlement 
» Access to wealth and to English 


» Language contact and language 

Quincy Mine Machine Shop Laborers, n.d. families 

MTU Digital Archives oe 3 ae 
| ° Political planning and policies 

° Geographic isolation 


e Tourism 


TOURISM AND LOCAL IDENTITY 


Quite a large number of people from the Eastern and Middle States are at 
present recreating in and around Portage Lake, and additions are being made 
to their number by every boat from Cleveland and Detroit. In our opinion 
there is not another place on Lake Superior that is so healthful and cool, and 
possessed of as many objects of interest within such as small radius, as is this 
place.We are surprised that so comparatively few of the pleasure seekers 
annually running away from the heat and dust of their native cities, should be 
ignorant of the whereabouts of the very place they are vainly seeking for...” 
(July 26, 1862, p. 5, Portage Lake Mining Gazette, vol.4). 


Along the Portage Lake ie “se qua (hay IN MICHIGAN’S 
1 trict bf a Jac : | 
Emenee Feet ij SCENIC WONDERLAND 


Tourist brochure, 
"Upper Michigan's 
Copper Country: 
Keweenawland Isle 
Royale,” n.d. MTU 
Archives 


Photo Courtesy Michigan Tech Archives 


Tourism and Local Identity 


Away from the turmoil 
of the city, far from the 
dust of highways, tesdy 
fer the happiest moments 
in the life of a child— 
and the adult as welle<a 
motor boat ride on a Wis- 
consin lake or etream and 

« then a2 picnic amid na- 


WISCONSIN 


The loveliness with which Nature 
endowed our State is perhaps its great- 
est natural resource. It is unlike most 
other natural resources in that, properly 
cared for, it will improve with passing 
years. Translated into commercial 
language, it can be made the basis of a 
continuing prosperity for our people. 
Do your part in its preservation. Join 
the Izaak Walton League and the Land 
o Lakes Association and give them 


your cooperation in their effort. 


WISCONSIN VALLEY ELECTRIC COMPANY 
WISCONSIN VALLEY POWER COMPANY 


WAUPACA ELECTRIC SERVICE AND RAIL- 
WAY CO. 


TOURISM AND LOCAL 


IDENTITY 


IDEOLOGICAL PROCESSES 


° Insiders and outsiders 
° Yoopers and Cheeseheads 


° Media representations 


Country School, n.d., MTU Archives 


INSIDERS AND OUTSIDERS 


An offended reader called this week to object to a story on our state and regional 
Eee that identified a food co-op near Traverse City as being in “northern Michigan.” 

he says everyone knows that northern Michigan is the ld so Peninsula and those 
trolls in lower Michigan, no matter how far they may stray form the Ohio-Michigan 
border. | admit to extreme annoyance with the Associated Press stories that 
lowercase the “upper peninsula” or refer to anything that isn’t in Detroit as “out- 
state,’ but this distinction fails me. Naturally, as the caller pointed out, how could a 
person from Ohio know right from wrong when it comes to a Yooper’s traditional 
territorial boundaries? She said migrants like me are the ones who started this 
whole “northern Michigan” thing. ipecemben 17, 1992, Daily Mining Gazette, 
|2/17/1992).) 


“Excuse me, lets get this straight. Canada is a province of Wisconsin. Green Bay is 
our national capitol during football season, and Madeline island is the capitol during 
the summer. In addition to making and cutting cheese, it is also required headgear. 
But cheese is not our only entertainment. Fleecing Minnesota mud ducks and Illi- 
noisy berrypickers also ranks as a top sporting event.” (Google group 
alt.non.sequitur, accessed 1/3/2007) 


YOOPER: INDEXING PEOPLE, 


PLACE, AND LANGUAGE 


1972 “Uppenites”:Artist Eugene Sinervo, Sand River, self publishes U.S. 
map distorting the size of the U.P and Great Lakes. 


1978 “Yoop”: First known printing of the word “Yoop” by Detroit News 
journalist Jim Treloar, an Ishpeming and Marquette native. 


1979 Escanaba Daily Press holds contest to name the people of the Upper 
Michigan.“Yooper’” is declared the winner. 


1982 Sociologist Michael Loukinen attempts to make a documentary 
about the cultural phenomenon of “Yoopers” but receives widespread 
criticism from older members of the community and instead releases 
“Good Man in the Woods.’ 


1983 “Say Ya To Da U.P. eh?” Bumper sticker printed by Jack Bowers of 
Marquette in response to the “Say Yes to Michigan” tourism campaign. 


1986 Da Yoopers band is formed bringing wider exposure to the term. 
(Originally called the Yoopers). 


WISCONSIN: CHANGING INDEXES 


e Up Nort’ 
« Wisco (adj.) 
° Sconnie 
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REGIONAL VARIETY: 


1967: ‘Pank’ May Get into New US Regional Dictionary 
1975:Yes, We UP people have our own dialects 

1975: Upper Peninsulans own distinct dialect 

1990: Holy wah! New research on Yoopanese” 

1999: Language as diverse as culture in Copper Country 
2000: Tech alum looks to document Keweenaw Culture 
2004: Student Project: Let me hear you say ‘eh’ 

2007: Holy whah, der eh! 

2007: Yooper talk 

2007: We go talk on Yooperese, eh? 


REGIONAL VARIETY: WI 


1949: Professor Goes About Testing State’s Language 
Melting Pot 


|949:Variations in Common Words Revealing to 
Research Group 


2005:Words can be quite revealing, inso? 

2006: Boy, oh, booyah! 

2007:An Opus on Booyah and Bubblers 

2007: How to talk like a Wisconsinite 

2007: Is it ‘budge’ or ‘cut’? It depends on the place 


CONCLUSIONS 


Processes affecting perceptions of a local dialect are situated socio- 
historically and grounded in the economic ecology of the region. 


Processes of enregistration and related perceptions linking local 
identity with Wisconsin and the Copper Country have been developing 
since the 1840s, although connections with specific linguistic features 
and terms for this variety and its speakers, such as “Yooper,” are 
relatively recent. 


Processes of enregistration overlap and shift over time, not only to 
affect perceptions of what makes a dialect a dialect, but also to link 
language, people, and place. 


We've exemplified this with the apparent transition of two features, 
dem-dere-dose and once, from immigrant-language interference to 
regional features of different sorts. 


We’ve mentioned immigrant-language lexical items, brat, inso, and pank 
(also lutefisk, kringle, ish, sisu) which have gone beyond their ethnic 
groups and are considered regional features. 
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INTEGRATING INDUSTRIES 


o ‘ ] 
Greetings! | 
The Mining Gazette is happy to present ‘tts Fourth ~ || 
Annual Tourist Edition. In these pages vacationists will find 
many helpful suggestions, all designed to enhance the plea- 


sure of their visit to Keweenaw-Land, the most unique vaca 
tion region in Michigan. 


Tech Archives 


Here the visitor out for a holiday can easily solve the 
problem of where to go and what to do. Keweenaw:Land 


sigan 


U * 2. F 
FI otters every variety of vacation activity—boating, river and 
i 
,, lake fishing, deep sea trolling, bathing, unusual drives, golf, 
a 


2 tennis, amusements, visits to historic spots. There are ample 
% accommodations to suit every purse. 


This district is richly endowed by Nature, and all of its 
9 natural advantages are readily accessible, Placid lakes and 
gently flowing rivers lie in the valleys—tumbling waterfalls 
come down from the hills—unique formations are to be 
found on the rugged, rock-hound coast of Lake Superior 
dunes stretch for miles. Copper mines rear their high, pic 
turesque buildings into the blue from the tops of the hills 
or along the valley highways. Mother Nature is lavish in 
her green growth, making the whole region with its variety 
of ever-changing terrain a scene of wondrous beauty. And all 
through this region there are excellent highways, wide, well 
marked, tree bordered. 


In this edition an effort has been made to transform 
into the written word the allures of Keweenaw-Land. It is 
not easy to do justice to a district which has such a variety 
of attractions for enhancing pleasure and revitalizing tired 
minds and baclies. However, the Gazette offers a survey of 
the district, confident that every new visitor will be a new 
friend and will return again and again. Here Nature will be 
found working hand in hand with man to combine vacation 

| thrills with modern comfort, F 


Bd 


Arcadian Mine Site, 1940s, MTU Archives 


Daily Mining Gazette, June 16, 1940; MTU Archives 


DISTINCTIVE 


GRAMMAR? 


Oh yah hey, in Squirrelly Valley 
They talk so funny, they get so lazy 
Oh yah hey, get me a beer once 
As long as you're up yet, 

I'm goin’ crazy. 


—Lou & Peter Berryman 


once = mal; yet = noch 


Come (over) here once 


komm mal her 


just come over here; come over here, won't you? 


We have time yet 
‘wir haben noch Zeit’ 


‘we still have time’ 


INSIDERS AND OUTSIDERS 


Our southern Michigan friends continue to show a sad lack of 
knowledge of affairs in this part of the state. One newspaper refers to 
the Calumet & Hecla mine as located at Hecla, ‘near the Wisconsin 
line,’ and another places the Michigan College of Mines at Hastings, 
Michigan (February |, 1905, p. 4, Daily Mining Gazette). 


“Excuse me, lets get this straight. Canada is a province of Wisconsin. 
Green Bay is our national capitol during football season, and Madeline 
island is the capitol during the summer. In addition to making and 
cutting cheese, it is also required headgear. But cheese is not our only 
entertainment. Fleecing Minnesota mud ducks and Illi-noisy 
berrypickers also ranks as a top sporting event.’ (Google group 
alt.non.sequitur, accessed |/3/2007) 


TOURISM 


Copper Range Rail Road Passenger Car, 1964 


http://www.dells.com/dellshistory/ 


quia Play IN MICHIGAN’S 


SCENIC WONDERLAND 


Tourist brochure, "Upper Michigan's Copper Country: 
Keweenawland Isle Royale,” n.d. MTU Archives 
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WHAT WORD DO YOU HEAR? 
WHAT DO YOU KNOW 
ABOUT THE SPEAKER? 


3. bag 
4. feeling 
caught 
bet 
7. bad 
8. bed 
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HOW’D YOU DO? 


in 
Speaker? | eo 


older female from southern Wisconsin 
(7 

older female f ie 

young female from Fox Point, WI . 


Sarah Palin 


young man from eastern Minnesota 
young man from western WI 
young man from southeastern WI 


young female from Fox Point, WI 


